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UNITED  STATES  DEPART!!EI^  OF  AGRICULrORE 
PRODUCTIOiy  AND  MARKETING-  ADMITS  ST  R/;  T I  ON 
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30  V?.n  Ness  Avenue  Federal-Stf te  Harket  News  Service 

San  Francisco  2,  Crliforria 

^  (TJSDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  Oct.  7,  l^lB) 


m\T»S  NEI/YS  IN  THE  MRKETS? 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  Oct.  3  This  v/eek^s  line-up  in  the  wholesale  market 

continues  with  grapes  ns  the  3est  Buy  in  fruits,  followed  by  ouinces  as  a  Good 
Buy. 

Fairly  Good  Buys  include  applets  (roout  as  reasonably-priced  as  they  arc 
likely  to  get  for  this  season  of  year),  small  oranges,  and  waternelons. 

Miscellaneous  melons  —  including  cantaloups,  casaba,  honeydew  and 
Persian  melons  —  are  a  Fair  Buy,  along  v;ith  pomegranates. 

There  ore  a  few  chestnuts,  as  vjell  as  cranberries,  available. 

Pears  are  higher |  avocados  and  o«^nanas  remain  in  the  high-priced  class j 
figs  are  of  better  quality  but  high. 

Best  Buys  from  the  vegotrble  bin  include  tomatoes,  soft  squash,  cucumbers 
(loiver) ,  cauliflower,  and  3?11  peppers. 

There  are  a  number  of  Good  Buys  this  week  including  beans,  mushrooms, 
artichokes,  parsnips,  celery,  corn,  cabbage,  carrots,  eggplant,  lettuce  (slightly 
lov/er),  spinrch,  pctrtoes,  Bnjssels  sprouts,  and  sweetpot atoe s. 

Classed  as  Fairly  Good  Buys  are  peas,  broccoli,  okra,  and  yellow  onions. 


2  - 

A  roast  of  fresh  loin  of  pork  might  well  be  one  cf  the  week's  Best 
Buys  at  the  meat  counter,  for  prices  have  dropped  another   ;plu00  to   'Jo*^^  pe^ 
hundredweight  in  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  meat  market*  Supplies  of  practically 
all  classes  of  pork  are  am.ple  except  smoked  bacon,  which  has  gained  another 
■)2.00  per  hundredweight.     Smoked  hams  have  dropped  II4.OO  per  hundredweight, 
snd  YiO*  1  sm.cked  picnics  arc  dovm  .|1»00  per  hundredv;eight.     In  the  beef  division, 
there  have  been  good  supplies  of  Commercial  and  lesser  grades  of  beef  but  rather 
light  supplies  of  Good  grade  carcasses.     Somie  beef  cuts  are  laver  priced,  including 
a  .1^1  #00  per  hundredweight  drop  on  Good  hindquarters,  and  a  i>2«00  drop  on  both 
loins  and  ribs©     There  has  been  little  change  in  m.arket  conditions  on  veal,  calf, 
spring  lamb    and  mutton    the  past  week,  with  prices  on  those      .classes  unchanged© 

Demand  for  butter  continues  slov.'-  in  the  S^n  FrF.ncisco  I'jholesale  market, 
with  moderate  offerings  more  then  oraple..     Prices  have  sagged  l/2-cent  to  1-cent 
on  top  grades  since  last  v/eek,  but  Io-'iqt  grades  have  held  unchanged.     Grades  A^r-AA. 
(1st  Quality)  are  quoted  to  retailers  pt  67s-       7^  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of 
l/Il-pound  prints,  and  Grade  3  (2nd  Quality)  is  quoted  at  6Iff-  to  66  cents. 

In  the  egg  m.p.rket  lock  of  demrnd  for  an  increased  production  —  especially 
of  medium,  sizes  —  h8  s  resulted  in  a  2-.cent  drop  on  Grade  "A"  Mediums  to  a 
quotation  of  58  to  60  cents  per  dozen  in  cprtons  to  retrilers.     Other  sizes  are 
unchanged,  with  Grf^de  "A"  Large  quoted  to  retailers  nt  70  to  7I  cents  per  dozen 
in  cartons,  pnd  Grade  "A"  Smalls  at        to  I46  cents. 

Poultry  prices  have  held  unchanged  on  ell  classes  under  a  moderately  active 
demand  in  the  wholesale  market.    Young  chickens  —  especially  large  broilers  — 
and  heavy  tom  turkeys  have  been  in  best  demand.    ¥/ith  the  possible  exception  of 
large  broilers,  supplies  of  all  classes  are  nmple. 
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1^  T-IUI'S  NEffS  IH  THE  M6EKETS? 

(USDA  Pood  Bullotin  for  tho  wook  ondod  Oct,  14,  1949) 


SAH  FRAIJCISCO,  Oct*  ll*-—GrapQS  contin"«io  to  hold  the  limelight  as  tho 
Bost  B'ry  in  fr^iits,  followod  by  applos  and  qi^incGs  as  Good  Bnys« 

Simll  oranges  and  vJator mo  1  ons  can  bo  classed  as  a  Fair  B^iy  along  with 
IJLmos. 

Poars_  and  citr^is  fruits  are  higher,  and  tho  season  is  abo^rb  over  on  melons* 
In  keeping  with  tho  season^  oranborrios  are  becoming  more  plonbifiil* 
Tagged  as  Best  Buys  among  the  vegetables  this  week  are  Bell  peppers, 

tomatoes,  sgriash,  and  s wo et p ot at o o » 

Good  Buys  include  oucu^iabers,  ^a'^l^^'l^'^'^*  ^^S^p-^*  Br  us  sols  spro'tbs, 

carrots,  Rus set  potat  oe s,  lott^ice,  eggplojit,  caid  spinach* 

Artichokes  are  slighbly  higher  priced  this  week  and  a  Fairly  Good  Buy, 

along  with  oolory,  corn,  peas,  broccoli,  olcra,  and  yellow  £pif>^» 


M)RE 


Trading  has  been  slaw  in  the  San  Francisco  v/holesale  ineat  market  the  past 
week,  despite  a  sizable  shipment  to  Honolnlij.*    In  the  beef  division,  demand  has 
been  good  for  Good  grade  carcasses,  birb  Commercial  and  lesser  grades  have  been 
in  little  demand  and  have  aco'-jmidatedt    Among  the  beef  oiits.  Good  hindqimrters, 
loins,  and  f oreq'Jartors  also  aconmiilated  and  dropped  $2oOO  per  h^mdredwoighb* 
Although  Choice  grade  veal  has  boon  practically  i.mavailablo  and  Good  grade  has 
boen  in  light  sijpply,  prices  have  hold  imchangod  on  both  voal  and  calf*  S^^jpply 
and  domand  havo  boon  abo^it  equally  balanced  on  lamb  and  mvrbton,  with  no  change 
in  prices*    Undor  a  lighb  domand,  fresh  pork  carcasses  havo  dropped  |2«00  por 
hundredweight;  loins  havo  lost  another  $7o00  to  |8.00  per  hmdrodwoight ;  and 
frosh  hams  havo  dropped  $2«00  por  h^mdrodv/oight  •    Smokod  hams  havo  dropped  |5.00 
por  hmdrodwoight,  whilo  smokod.  "bacon  has  gono       $2 #00  por  hmdrodv/o ight •  Lard 
has  hold  "-mchangod* 

Ififith  supplies  amplo  for  domand,  prioos  on  bjTbt or  have  hold  unchanged  from 
last  wook  in  tho  wholesale  market*    Grados  AMA  (1st  Quality)  are  still  quotod 
to  retailors  at  67-J- to  70  conts  por  pomd  in  oai*tons  of  l/4-pomd  prints;  and 
Grade  B(2nd  Quality)  is  unchanged  at  64-g- to  66  cents  por  pound* 

Eg£  prices  aro  also  ^mchangod  from  a  wook  ago,  even  though  supplies  of 
top-grade  largo  eggs  have  boon  short  of  full  noods*    Small  eggs  havo  also  boon 
in  lighter  supply,  whilo  medium  sizes  havo  booomo  burdensome*    Grade  "a"  Largo 
aro  quoted  to  retailors  at  70  to  71  conts  por  dozon  in  cartons.  Grade  "A"  Iv53diums 
at  58  to  60  conts,  and  Grade  "A"  Smalls  at  44  to  46  cents* 

In  tho  poultry  market,  light  supplies  of  broilors,  fryers  and  roasters  have 
rosultod  in  a  prico  hiko  of  2  conts  por  pound  on  dressed  broilers,  and  a  1-cont 
advance  on  fryers  and  roastors*    All  weights  of  Leghorn  and  colored  hens  are 
unchanged  in  prico,  b'rt;  old  roosters  havo  boon  in  amplo  supply  and  havo  dropped 
l-oorib  por  po^md*    Ducks,  ti^koys,  squabs,  and  rabbits  aro  all  unchanged*  . 

i(c  »i(  jf:  if:  4c 
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YJKAr»S  NK^YS  IN  THE  !vIARKEIS7 


(IJSDA  Food  B'Jlletin  for  the  week  ended  Oct»  21,  1949) 


SAIT  FRANCISCO,  Oct.  18-—  Grapes  are  still  the  Best  B^iy  in  fruits  in  the 
T/holesale  market,  while  apples  rate  as  a  Good  B'^y,  and  ssjall  oranges  as  a  Fair 
Buy* 

Best  Buys  in  vegetables  inclu.de  ca^y-fl°[!^^®^*  sjoft  squash,  toinatoe^s^,  and 
sweet pot at oes« 

Good  q^iality  Br^'^ssels  spro^Tts  lead  off  the  list  of  Good  Buys,  followed  by 
lower-priced  carrots,  cabbage,  gern  oo'^gty  corn,  c^cunbers,  lett'^ce.  Bell 
peppers,  potatoes,  spinach,  p^^mpkins,  Hubbard  sq'iash,  banana  squash,  and 
Coachella  "Valley  e_^g plant* 

Snap  beans  are  a  Fair  B^:iy,  along  with  broccoli,  celery,  and  onions ♦ 


-  2  - 

With  5'"rppliG3  FiOro  tho.n  amplo  for  doinand  in  tho  Sen  Francisco  v/holesalo 
mQat  ]iark9tj>  prices  have  beon  mostly  on  a  dovmY/ard  trend  this  past  v/oek. 
Fresh  veal  and  calf  v/ere  the  exception  and  advanced  aro^md  O2«00  per  h'jndred- 
v/eight  on  a  s'.ipply  that  consisted  nostly  of  Comnorcial  and  Good  grades. 
Choice  grade  veal  v/as  in  very  liglib  s^^pply©    In  the  beef  division,  s^.ipplies 
of  iftility  and  CoEmercial  grades  v/ere  plontif^slo    As  a  res^ilt,  supplies 
aocTinn-'lated  and  prices  dropped  OloOO  per  hmdredweight •    La^b  aLso  dropped 
Ol«00  per  himdrodv/eight  ^^nder  a  slov/  dorxindo    Fresh  pork  carcasses  and  loinj 
dropped  another  vSeCC  to  ySoOO  per  hixidrodv/oight j  f rosji  hams  and  picnios 
declined  O3«00j  smoked  hamsj  Ol'^O*         ^J^(3od  layov  pp-'^l^j  !j^2eC0  per  h'^mdred- 
v/oight  o 

In  the  wholesale  b^'tt er  market ^  trading  tho  past  week  has  ranged  from 
moderate  to  slovVo    Top  grades  have  been  in  relatively  light  s^-pply  brifc  have 
held  unchanged  in  price  at  a  q^^otation  to  retailers  of  67-^  to  70  cents  per 
poimd  for  Grades  A&M  (1st  Quality)  in  cartons  of  l/4-po^md  prints©  Grade 
3(2nd  Q.-'i.ality)  b^^tter  has  advanced  2  to  3  cents  to  a  q^.^otation  of  eS-^- to  69 
cents  per  po^ind  in  cartons  of  l/4-po^md  prints* 

In  tho  egg  markets  large  and  small  sizes  have  held  imchangod  in  price 
''inder  good  demand,  b""t  medi"'mi  sizes  have  dropped  in  price  as  the  res'i.lt  of 
heavier  s^jpplies  of  that  sizoo    Grade  "a"  Modi^^ims  are  qi^oted  4  cents  per  dozen 
lov/er  to  retailers  at  54  to  56  cents©    Grade  "a"  Large  are  i.mc hanged  at  70  to 
71  cents  per  dozen,  as  aj*e  Grade  "a"  Smalls  at  44  to  46  cents  per  dozen© 

AlthCJgh  receipts  of  poultry  have  boon  fairly  heavy  in  the  v/holosale 
market,  s^ipplios  of  colored  fryers  ha.vo  not  beon  eq^ial  to  tho  increased  dem.and« 
As  a  ros'^'ltj  prices  have  advanced  1-oont  per  pcmd  on  dressed  colored  fryers, 
and  1  to  2  cents  per  pc^nd  on  dressed  colored  roasters •    Dressed  rabbits  are 
also  selling  2  cents  per  po^-Uid  higher »    All  other  classes  are  unchanged  in 
price  from  a  v/oek  ago© 

*  *  * 
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UNITED  ST'A:rES  DEFARTI3:!IT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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^^HhT^S  I'TES^IS  IK  THE  !5aHKSTS? 
(USDA  Food  B^5.1lGtin  for  tho  7/ook  ondod  Octobor  28,  1949) 

SAiJ  FRAivCISCO,  Oot»  25-—  Among  tho  fruits^  apples  aro  a  Good  B'tj, 
f oIIot/gg  by  grapes  (highor  pricod)  tmd  poiaegranates  as  Fairly  Good  B'Jys# 

Sr^ll  oranges  (highor),  t/ inter  pears  (higher),  persinaons  are  Fair  B'Ty-s. 
Texas  grapefr':'it  —  both  red  and  white  neat  —  is  beginning  to  cone  to 
Ejarket.    Prioes  are  still  high,  of  coiirse.    And  lonons  rer^in  high  priced. 

Cold  weather  is  having  its  effect  "pon  the  ve'gotable  fardly,  so  that  this 
week  Best  B'ys  are  lindtod  to  sweet  potatoes,  table  q^jeen  sq^sh  (also  called 
Danish  or  acorn),  and  bojiana  sgvasha 

Good  B-n^s  incr^dc  ca'uif Icwe^,  broccoli,  Br'''ssels  spro'Tfcs  (higher), 
cabbage,  c^'tc'-nber s,  lett'^ce,  parsnips.  Boll  peppers,  p-mpkins,  ir.'bbard  sqj^ash, 
and  spinach » 

Soft  sq'^ash  is  a  Fairly  Good  B'^y,  along  with  carrots  (higher),  celery, 
corn,  and  eggplant • 


ME 


Trading  in  the  San  Francisco  Tvholesale  ineat  market  last  v/sek  ranged  from 
fair  to  good*    In  the  "beef  division,  top-Coinmercial  grade  v/as  plentif'^1,  and 
lo'.v-Coiciiiercial  and  Utility  grades  v;er©  bv-rdensoiDSe    As  a  result  of  daily  carry- 
cvers  in  s^jpplies,  prices  dropped  §1«»00  to  C>2«00  per  h\mdred'7eight •    Fresh  veal 
and  calf  and  lai-i)  held  ^inohanged  in  price,  althc'-gh  there  v;as  a  very  ireager 
s'lpply  of  Good  grade  veal*    Confcrajry  to  the  trend  of  the  past  few  7/eeks,  pork 
loins  gained  $2»00  per  h-TQdredi,^eight  ^Tider  a  broad  derrnnd*    Fresh  hams  dropped 
$1«C0  per  h'TTidredv/eight,  7/hile  smoked  hans  v/ent  '■'p  OE«00  per  h/^ndredYveight  © 
Fresh  and  smoked  picnics  dropped  Ol«OC)  to  02oOO  per  hrtndredweight «    B^ac on 
also  dropped  02*00  per  h'^ndredv/eight,  while  refined  lard  advanced  JlcOO. 

Despite  contra-seasonal  increases  in  western  b-'tter  prod'*'ction«^30  percent 
larger  than  last  year  at  this  time        s'^-pplies  in  the  Son  Francisco  wholesale 
market  arc  comparativoly  light.    Prices  are  little  changed  from  a  week  ago, 
b^^fb  Grades  A.kLk  (1st  Q'^ality)  are  q^■'oted  to  retailors  1-oent  per  po"5id  higher 
at  67i- to  71  cents  per  pc^'nd  in  coj'tons  of  l/4-lbo  prints.    Grade  B(2nd  Q^-7.ality) 
is  ''nchangod  at  66-|-  to  69  contso  . 

Egg  prices  hj^ve  fl'^ctnated  some  since  last  woek»    Grade  "a"  Smalls  h^ve 
advanced  1-oent  per  dozen  as  the  ros-^lt  of  a  prod-'^ction  decline  on  th:';fc  size» 
Medi^^-ms  have  been  in  heavy  supply  b'Jt  have  held  Unchanged  in  price,  while  fi^lly 
ample  s-'pplies  of  Grade  "a"  Large  have  dropped  2  conbs  per  dozen*  Q'^iotations 
to  retailors  aroj    Grade  "A"  Largo,  68  to  69  cents  per  dozen;  Grade  "a"  Kodi'-^ms, 
54  to  56  cents  I  and  Grade  "a"  Smalls^  45  to  47  contso 

With  the  possible  exception  of  sq'^abs,  which  are  selling  5  cents  per  pC'nd 
higher,  S'"'^pplios  of  all  classes  of  po^'-ltry  have  been  ample  in  the  San  Francisco 
Y/holosalo  m^urket.    Broilers  and  fryers  have  been  in  liberal  s'''pply.  Broilers 
are  ^'?nohanged  in  price,  b^>u  colored  fryers  are  dovm  l-cont  per  po^md  on  dressed 
7/oights»    D'^cks  are  ''•p  1-cent  per  po^'ind,  v/hilo  t^-^rkeys  are  davm  1  to  2  cents 
per  po^^nd  ^^der  a  fairly  active  domando 


